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To  the  Chaiman  and  Memljers  of  the  Ba?^dock  Urljan  District  Council 


J'LT*  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

By  direction  of  Ministry  Circular  l/6l  I submit 
a report  on  the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  i960. 

The  local  birth  rate  this  year  (14. O)  swings  to 
a figure  \7ell  belo\7  that  for  England  and  Vales  (I7.I). 

By  Reason  of  a younger  than  average  local  po  ulation  the 
local  death  rate  (8.3)  is  much  belo',7  the  national  rate 
(11.5);  application  of  the  factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  produces  a standardised  deatli  rate  of  11.1. 

Exceptionally  for  Baldock,  the  stillbirth  and  infant 
mortalit3^  rates  for  the  year  are  much  less  favourable  than 
the  national  rates,  due  probably  to  chance  from  the  small 
local  figure  in  each  category. 

Apart  from  measles  in  the  fourth  quarter  there  \7C\s 
no  serious  local  occurrence  of  infectious  disease  during 
the  2^ear. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

V,  R.  V/lLKER 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

June,  1961, 

SECTIOr  A 


LOC;jL  STATISTICS 


.J?ea  of  District  

Population  - Registrar  General’s  Estimate 
for  mid-1960  

Number  of  sepn.rately  rated  hereditaments 
at  31st  March,  I96I  


• • • 


• • 


• ♦ • 


Number  of  separate  dwellings  (included 
in  above  figure)  at  31st  December,  i960  ... 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  .ipril,  196I  

.estimated  sum  rex^resented  b^r  a Penny  Rate  ... 


542  acres 
7,120 

2361 

1819 

£78,335 

£352 
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EylTIL'.CTS  FROM  VIT;Ji  Sx’ATISTICS  :POH  .THE  YE:.R  I960 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

^ - Totals  Mole  Female 

Legitimate  99  "^TT"  52 

Illegitimate  1 _ . “ i— 

100  U7  55 


Baldock  Comparable  Rates  for 

Urban  England  & v/ales 

District 


Rate  per  1,000  population 


14.0 


17.1 


Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent 
of  total  live  births  1.0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Totals  Male  Feme 1 e 
Legitimate  5 - 4 

Illegitimate  :: T 

u - ij 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 


TOT/Ji  LIVE  & STILL  BIRTHS 


Totals 

Male 

Female 

104 

47 

57 

DEATHS 

Female 

Total 

Male 

59 

37 

22 

Rate  per  1,000 

population 

INFANT  DE,‘.,.TKS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Under  1 ^/eek 

4 

4 

- 

1-4  v/eeks 

- 

— 

— 

4-52  weeks 

2 

— 

2 

6 

k_ 

2 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 
Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

total  live  births  ••.  

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births  60.6 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0.0 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 
4 y/eelcs  per  1,000  total  live  births) 
Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 
(Deaths  under  1 v/eek  per  1,000 
total  live  births  •••  ...  40«0 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  under  1 xreelc  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births)  ...  ...  •••  76.9 

Maternal  Mortality  (including 
obortion} 

Number  of  deaths  None 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births  ... 


38.5 


8.3 


60.0 


40.0 


0.0 


19.7 


11.5 


21.7 


15.6 


0.39 
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Comment  on  Population  Chanp:GS.  The  estimated  local  population 
shows  this  year  a decrease  of  50  persons.  Live  hirths  (lOO) 
v/ere  20  less  than  for  1959  while  deaths  (59)  were  15  helov/  the 
figure  for  1959. 

SLCTIOIT  B GLHLR....L  FROVISIOIT  OP  IIH-J^TIi  SERVICES 

No  important  change  occurred  during  the  year. 

SECTION  C S/JWIT.  P.Y  CIRCmtST;j'~CSS  OF  IHE 

1.  Vater  Supyjly.  On  the  1st  atpril,  i960  the  Lee  Valley  '-ater  Co. 
took  over  the  undertaking  of  the  First  Garden  City  Ltd.  which 
has  treated  and  supplied  in  hulk  water  to  the  Urban  District 
for  many  years.  There  has  been  no  change  in  distribution  and 
results  of  chemical  analyses  and  bacteriological  examination 
indicate  the  water  to  be  satisfactory  at  all  times. 

All  premises  in  the  district  are  provided  with  a direct 
piped  supply  of  water. 

2.  Sewerage  & Sev/age  Disposal 

No  change. 

3*  Rivers  & Streams 

No  change. 

4*  Closet  Accommodation 


All  premises  but  three  are  served  with  a water  carriage 
system.  The  three  dwellings  not  connected  to  the  Public  soil 
SGvrers  are  served  by  cesspools  or  septic  tanks. 

5*  Public  Cleansing 

Although  constant  development  is  taking  place,  it  has 
been  possible  to  maintain  a weekly  collection  from  all  premises 
in  the  nistrict  despite  the  shortage  of  one  man  for  10  months. 

6.  Sv/iruain'’  Pool  (privately  ov/ned). 

The  pool  is  of  100,000  gallons  c ''•pa city  with  a turn  over 
every  12  hours;  the  water  is  x^assed  through  pressure  filters, 
chlorinated  and  aerated.  The  pool  v/hich  is  only  open  during 
the  suimaer  months  is  used  by  factory  employees  and  organised 
school  classes.  Samples  taken  weekly  sho'7  the  water  to  be 
satisfactory  at  all  times  v/ith  sufficient  free  chlorine 
to  destroy  bacteria  introduced  into  the  water, 

7.  Rodent  Control 


Normal  rodent  control  work  has  continued  and  only  minor 
infestations  were  found  and  treated,  .*11  the  Council’s 
undertakings  received  regular  attention  and  it  may  be  said  that 
due  to  the  conxjactness  of  the  district  little  goes  by  unnoticed. 

8,  Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area  (other  than  Dwellinghouses  and 


Pood  Premises 

(n)  Number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the  Factories  Act  18 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the  Petroleum  ...cts  13 

(c)  Nuiaber  of  inspections  carried  out  in  connection  with 

drainage  and  se\;erage  33 

(d)  Number  of  inspections  carried  out  in  connection  with 

v/ater  supply  and  sampling  7 

(e)  Miscellaneous  inspections  I6 

(f)  Number  of  nuisances  investigated  and  dealt  v/ith  13 

(g)  Number  of  investigations  regarding  infectious  diseases  2 
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9*  Factories  & •\7orkT3laces 

Routine  inspections  ivere  rfiade  of  26  of  the  34  factories 
and  only  minor  contraventions  \7ere  found  and  dealt  with.  In 
33  of  the  factories  the  Local  Authority  s^duty  is  to  enforce 
the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act  relating  to  sanitary 
conveniences,  cleanliness,  ovcrcroY/ding,  temperature  and 
ventilation. 


The  Factories  iict,  19'.' 9 transferred  the  duties  of  the 
Local  Authority  of  issuing  certificates  of  adequate  means 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire  to  the  County  Fire  Brigade. 

All  the  factories,  with  one  exception,  to  vjhich  the  i^ct 
relates  have  "been  issued  with  certificates  that  "^hey  are 
provided  v/ith  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

The  exception  refers  to  a factory  v/hich  has  only  recently 
come  \7ithin  the  provision  of  the  ^^ct  due  to  a slight 
increase  in  the  number  of  employees  and  here  the ^management 
are  undertaking  v/orks  required  before  the  certifies ce  can  be 
issued. 


10.  Clean  Air  .^-ct,  1957 

Observations  \7ere  regularly  carried  out  on  all  boiler 
house  chiLineys  during  the  year  but  little  smoke  nuisances 
were  detected.  Of  the  three  plants,  tv/o  use  oil  and  the  other 
coke. 


SFCTIOIT  D HOUSING 

On  the  31st  December,  i960,  the  number  of  applications 
on  the  Council's  waiting  list  for  accommodation  was  183 » 

\7hich  is  an  increase  of  I6  when  compared  with  the  nevious  year  s 
total  of  167. 

DiJiring  i960,  51  applications  were  registered,  I6  applicants 
re-housed  and  19  applications  cancelled. 

The  development  of  the  remaining  land  at  the  i'jichor  Field ^ 

Housing  Fstate  with  the  erection  of  54  houses  for  sale  to  sitting 
tenants  and  persons  on  the  housing  list  was  well  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year  v/ith  the  completion  of  the 
first  houses  in  April,  I96I. 

Of  the  two  sites  in  the  centre  of  the  tovn  acquired  for  the 
erection  of  8 flats  and  2 bungalo?/s  for  aged  persons,  8 \7ere 
completed  and  occupied  in  June,  I96I. 

Negotiations  are  being  held  v/ith  the  County  Council  for 
the  acq.uisition  of  60  acres  of  land  east  of  the  Urban  District 
boundary  for  housing  purposes. 

The  work  of  eliminating  sub- standard  property  tlirough  slum 
clearance  goes  on.  This  is  important  work  and  requires  a great 
deal  of  effort  and  thought  on  the  part  of  the  Council's  officers. 

During  the  year  3 demolition  orders  and  2 closing  orders 
were  made  by  the  Council  and  all  the  tenants  rehoused  in 
Council  accommodation. 

The  number  of  private  dv/ellings  provided  by  new  construction 
during  the  year  were  3,  and  in  addition  3 v/ere  provided  by  conversion. 

Publicity  was  given  to  ovmers  of  suitccble  property  of  the 
availeibili ty  of  improvement  grants  but  this  met  v/ith  very  little 
response.  Only  one  application  for  a Discretionaiy Grant  was 
received  and  this  was  refused  owing  to  the  limited  bedroom 
accoromodation.  The  type  of  older  pro'oerty  in  the  town  is  more 
suitable  to  the  Standard  Grant  and  applications  were  received 
from  5 ov/ner/occupiers  to  install  the  standard  amenities.  All 
applications  v/ere  approved. 
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, The  scheme  to  provide  30  Council  houses  with  n hot  water 

supuly  nnd  wash  handhasin  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Caravans 

The  total  nuiaher  of  vans  in  the  district  at  the  end 
of  i960  \;as  48.  Of  this  nurnher  all  are  on  sites  v/hich  have 
received  or  do  not  req.uire  planning  consent. 

Inspection  of  D\/ellingliousc-s  during  the  year 

(1)  N\iribor  of  dv;’ellinghousos  inspected  under  the  Housing 


and  Puhlic  Health  Acts  20 

(2)  Nuiiiher  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  he  unfit  for 

human  habitation  19 

(3)  Nurnher  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  hy  owners  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  the  subject  of  Closing  or 

Demolition  Orders  5 

(5)  Number  of  filthy  or  verminous  houses  2 


8D0TI0N  E INSPECTION  /J\fD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(1)  There  were  no  special  Clean  Pood  Campaigns  but  food  shops 
and  food  preparing  premises  v/ere  regularly  inspected  and 
the  opportunity  taken  to  give  advice  on  the  clean  handling 
of  food  to  the  personnel  concerned*  The  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  all  occupants 
and  in  a number  of  cases  informal  action  taken  to  bring 
the  premises  up  to  a satisfactory  standard, 

(2)  The  type  of  food  premises  are  as  follows 

Butchers  5j  cafes,  restaurants,  snack  bars,  7; 
confectioners ,6 ; dairies,  1;  fish  shops,  3; 
greengrocers  and  fruiterers  4;  grocers  and  provision 
merchants,  4;  bakehouses,  2;  canteens,  2, 

(3)  Promises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs 
Act,  1935 » sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream  1?  (no  ice  cream 
is  manufactured  in  the  district);  manufacture  of  meat 
products,  1, 

(4)  There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  Under  the 
Slaughterhoiisos  net,  1958,  a report  submitted  to  the 
Council  and  Ministry  of  .griculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
stated  that  existing  meat  supplies  to  the  Urban  District 
were  from  multiple  firms  or  obtained  locally  v/ere  adequate. 
There  did  not  seem  to  be  any  reason  why  the  pattern  should 
change  in  the  future, 

(5)  No  food  poisoning  instances  v/ere  reported  in  the  year, 

(6)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  i960  v/hich 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  I96I  transferred 
the  issue  of  dealer  and  supplementary  licences  from  the 
District  Council  to  the  County  Council, 

There  is  only  one  dairy  and  this  is  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
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(7)  During  the  year  the  following  food  v/as  condermed  as  unfit 

for  human  consumption:-  57  Ihs  tinned  neat;  57  Ihs  tinned  fruit; 
51  Ihs,  tinned  vegetahles  and  90  Ihs  potatoes, 

SDCTIOH  F PREViJ.DhCE  OF,  /.ITD  COITTROL  OTfR,  DTPEGTIOUS  /JTD 
OTHER  DISEASES 


Dor  the  year  i960  totals  of  acute  infectious  diseases  notified 
\7ore  (after  correction):  Measles  92,  Scarlet  Fever  2,  Infective- 
Hepatitis  3,  Dysentery  1,  ii.cute  Pneumonia  1 and  Erysipelas  2, 

The  only  outbreak  of  importance  is  seen  to  have  hoen  the  epidemic 
of  Measles  in  the  last  q.uarter  of  the  year. 


BiJ  :UITIS;.TIQN 


The  measures  against  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria  are 
increasingly  accepted  hy  parents,  particularly  since  children 
can  now  have  the  combined  triple  vaccine  (including  tetanus  toxoid). 
There  has  also  been  a steadj^  increase  in  the  acceptance  of 
vaccination  against  anterior  poliomyelitis  among  at  least  the 
younger  of  the  priority  age  groups.  Such  facilities  continue 
available  equally  from  welfare  centres  and  medical  practitioners, 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New'  Cases  and  Deaths  during  the  year  i960 


I'Tew  Cases  Deaths 


-liGE 

PERIODS 

Resp, 

Non-Re sp. 

Resp, 

j 

jNon-Resp, 

M 

F 

H 

F 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

2-5 

5-15 
15  “ 25 
25  - 35 
35  - 45 
45  - 55 
55  - 65 
65  & over 
j.'Ot  knovm 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

TOT.'hS 

i 

1(3) 

-(2) 

-d) 

- 

1 

) 

- 

- 

a Figures  in  brackets  indicate  inward  transf^rrs. 


Cojiimeait  For  i960  it  will  be  seen  that  nev;  notifications  are 

confined  to  One  (in  an  elderly  male)  against  a figure 
of  four  for  the  ^previous  year. 

No  death  from  anjr  form  of  tuberculosis  occurred  in 
Baldock  during  the  year. 


V,  R.  VAIMER 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


June,  1961 
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FACTORIES  ACTS.  1937  to  19U9 

Tjinual  Report  of  tho  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Urban  District  of  Baldock  for  the  year  i960 

P.VRT  1 of  the  Act 

1.  HTSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


1 

Nunihor 

on 

Nunher  of 

.....  ... 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

r 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3»  k & 6 
are  enforced  hy  Local 
Authority  

1 

1 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  v.rhich  S, 7 is 
enforced  hy  Local 
Authority  

32 

22 

1 

(3)  Other  premises  in  v/hich 
S,7  is  enforced  hy  the 
Local  j;.uthority 

3 

3 

- 

- 

Total  , , , 

36 

26 

1 

- 

2.  Cases  in  v.hich  DEFECTS  v/cre  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  ¥/ere  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
v/hi  ch 
prosecu- 
tions 
Y/ere  in- 
stutited 

Pound 

i 

i 

1 

Remed- 

ied 

Referre 
to  H,M. 1 
Inspec- 
tor 

;d 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S,l) 
Ovorcro' 'ding  (S,2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

(5.3) 

Inn deq.ua to  ventilation 

(5.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a^  Insufficiont 
(h)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

Other  offences  against 
the  /*ct  

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

To  ta 1 , , , 

4 

4 

1 ~ 

1 

- 

P.'JIT  VIII  OF  THE  ;.CT 

Out-'ork  - Sections  110  and  111  V,  R,  lAiDKER 

Nunher  of  out-uorkors  NIL  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


June  1961 


